CHAPTER XV
PUBLICITY

SOME people hate publicity and propaganda and think
there is something rather indecent about them. The word
' propaganda' certainly has a bad name, but that is only
because of its very value and importance. An old Roman
once said that the better a thing was, the worse it became
if it was misused, and so with publicity and propaganda.
They are a form of mass education and are particularly
suitable for adults and for people who are illiterate. In
fact once people have passed the schoolgoing age, by far
the best way of teaching them new things is by means of
well-organized publicity.

Another fallacy is that publicity is unnecessary or that
there can ever be enough of it. This springs from the
fact that its results are not directly obvious. Well-
organized publicity greatly increases the amount of work
done by each rupee of Government money spent on rural
reconstruction. The neglect of publicity is therefore a very
short-sighted economy.

Publicity is the preparation for the attack. If you go
to a village that has never before heard of, say, better seed
or vaccination, you will have to spend your whole time
explaining what they are. You will then have to go away
and leave the people to talk it all over and to let the idea
settle into their minds. If in the meantime no one else
comes and talks about these things, your next visit may be
similarly spent in explaining things and answering questions.
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